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16TH OCTOBER 2026

HOLTSMERE END INFANT AND NURSERY

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
AUTUMN TERM 12026

Dear Holtsmere families,

I hope that you have all had a good week.

It was so lovely to see so many families at our reading breakfast this morning. We have
been very fortunate to have received some lovely new books from our Amazon wishlist
(https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/18808JK4ZJYFA?ref =wl share). We hope that
you enjoyed sharing the books and stories with your child.

Harvest Festival - Wednesday 21st Oct

A reminder that bookings close at 9am on 20" Oct for grandparents to join us at
Wednesday’s Harvest festival. We would be really grateful if you could send in any
donations of food or toiletries from Monday. Please see details below.

Parents evenings - dates below

Thank you to all of the parents who have booked their Parents’ evening appointment.
Please do try to be on time as lateness has an impact on the appointments that follow.
There will be an opportunity to see your child’s books after the appointment.

Art Gallery

Our popular art gallery will be taking place in the hall after school next Friday (23™
October). All of the children will be focusing on the art of Monet and each class will be
creating their interpretation of some of his most famous works. We would love it if you
could join us. | know that your child would love to share their work with you.

Wellies

Forest School will be starting after half term and we would be very grateful for any
donations of well looked after wellies in any size that could fit Nursery and Reception
children. Please drop them into the school office if you have any. Thank you.

Have a lovely weekend.
Nicola
Nicola O’Connell Headteacher

Our Year 2 children enjoyed a visit
from Rabbi Solomons this week as
part of their Religious Education
learning focusing on faith leaders.

The children were extremly
respectful.



https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/18808JK4ZJYFA?ref_=wl_share
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Holtsmere Infants

ATTENDANCE
EVERY DAY COUNTS!

Thank you to every parent who has made sure that their child is in school,
on time, each day. We really appreciate it.

Attend
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You MUST inform us if your child is absent from school, by calling or emailing
the office, each day of absence.

Lateness - the number of children who were late in each class

Chestnut Maple Hazel Oak Beech Pine

/4 \&(
0 1 0 1 0 2

If your child is late- Missing 15 minutes per day adds up to 2 weeks of
school across the year!



Happy Bithday!

Winning house

Upcoming dates

Day Date Time Event

Tuesday and | 20" and

o Parents’ Evenings
Thursday 22" Oct

Harvest Festival -

Wednesday | 21% Oct 9.15am

Grandparents only
Art Gallery in the hall aft

Friday | 23%Oct 3.10pm il
school

Friday 239 Oct Children finish for half term
break

Monday 2" Nov All children return to school




ATTENDANCE

Thank you for supporting good attendance. By working together, we can
help every child be a HERO - Here Every day, Ready, On time!

How can you help your child achieve
the best attendance possible?

e Allow plenty of time to get ready in the morning
and have breakfast before leaving for school.

e Allow plenty of time to get to school - if you are
late please bring your child to the School Office.

,3,] - Hat/e a bedtime routine so that they have a good
N ATTenDANCE night’s sleep.

EVERY DAY COUNTS! e Please do not keep your child off school if they
have a minor ailment such as a cough, cold, runny
HERO our attendance bear is nose, sneezing or sore throat.
awarded to the class with the best e Children should be kept home for 48 hours from
attendance each week the last episode of vomiting and diarrhoea.

o If they are unable to attend school, please ring
the school office by 9.15am to give details of the
absence, otherwise your child’s absence will be
recorded as unauthorised.

Attendance Ladder

¢ If making a routine appointment for the dentist/
doctor, please make it out of school hours, or
during school holidays.

Equates to:

o If parents/carers have an appointment, please
try to arrange for another suitable adult to collect
your child(ren) so they stay at school till the end of
the school day.

e Talk to us. We are here to help. If you are having
any difficulties that are affecting your child’s
attendance at school, please come and talk to us as

e Take your family holidays in school holiday time,

& CONCERNS missing valuable learning time can have a big
h impact on your child’s education.
We cannot authorise term time holidays.

Our term dates are published a year in advance. They can be found here:
https://www.holtsmereinfants.herts.sch.uk/Term-Dates,

&« e soon as possible so we can help you.
{4

We appreciate that holidays are cheaper in term time, we can’t go either!! We are committed
to our roles as you should be to your child’s education.



https://www.holtsmereinfants.herts.sch.uk/Term-Dates/

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2:

Infant and Nursery School

West Few ‘

wednesday 21st OCfOber

’:.

Traditionally grandparents are invited
o0 to this event.
.“ v 2 spaces per child.

We are limited due to health and safety regulations in the hall,
so please only book the allocated 2 spaces per child.
We kindly ask that this event is for grandparents.
We appreciate your support in respecting this.

Booking will open on Arbor on
Friday 9th October at 6pm
and close on Tuesday 20th October at 9am:

Bookings can be made via the School Shop on Arbor.

We politely request donations of wa fERY = )
tinned and toiletry items '

such as shower gel, toothpaste,
¥  shampoo etc. v,
% The donated items will be given to




ADD-vance runs regular
support groups which
provide an opportunity
for you to meat other
local parents and discuss
Individual concerns with
two spacialist ADD-vance
coaches, We welcome
parents and carers who
have a formal diagnosis
for their child, as well as
those who do not have a
formal diagnosis but
would like to learn more
about neuredivergence

=,

ADD-vance

FREE online support groups
for Herts Parents/Carers
Sleep Support
OLLIE Support Group

Parents/Carers of 16 to 25 yr olds

General Primary Aged Children

Ganeral Secondary Aged Children

How to Book:

Scan QR Code




(*)ADD-vance

FREE ONLINE AUTUMN 2026 WORKSHOPS

FOR HERTS PARENTS/CARERS

Onlies Werkihops Funded by Herfordshine County Cowndil Day Date Time
icdir Lty ADHI sl ior Aufiiien Mon 192 1900 - 2030
Uinder yianding Autiam Wed s 1000 - V130
Jevder slanding Autism for ParemuiCarers of Girk Man 14026 1900 - 20
Uindersianding ADHD and Autiem i the Larly Yeart Wed 16926 18000 - 1130
mder slancing POA Man 21,926 1900 - 2030
irvder stancing ADHI wed | 2092 10100 - 11:30
L rsder sLancheg Neurodiargent Teens Ron koL E 19:00 - 3030
[iupporing Lbkngy Wied 926 | 10001150
inder slanding Chabergeg Betanios Man 51026 | 1000 - 1900
Tigs & Tooks to Manage Anger Wed 7402 1900 - 1130
[ der SLan S Seiery W e E Mon | 120026 | 19002000
[Tign & Took 1o Manage Sermory Diferences e 14 1026 1000 - 1130
Brepanng foe Athasd (141] Mon | 100036 | 1900 - 30
Urnder SLINCRE SEI-Ham wed | 210026 | 1000.11-%
Half Term
Fuspoort for Dads and Other Male Carery Mon 1500 - 2030
Lapptyng for an EHCP wied 10100 - 11:30
Lrnder sLanCRng Ar sty Mon 1500 - 2030
Tigs & Tooks o Manage Ansety wisd 1000 - 11:30
Miga & Took 16 Manage Schaol Abisnce kel 1000 - 1130
g i PrEneTIRe with School [T= 1000 - 11:30
Higs & Tooks for Toiletng Wed | TH1126 | 1000-11:30
Tigs & Tooh 1o Suppon Commurcaton Man TRNI2S | 1900 - X0
Tips & Tooks 1o Suppon Socisl Skils wed | 20128 | 1000-11:30
[Tips & Tooks to Build Sedl Esteerm Mon 1% 16:00 - 11:30
Tigs & Tooks to Suppont Erotonad Developrent Waied LILI% 18000 - V150
[Tigws & Tooks for Positie Behavior an TiL% 19400 - B
Tigs & Toobs to Manage Everpday Changes Wed | 91238 | 1000-11:30
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Fve loken away o weolth of information™
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