
How do we learn 
Maths and 
Writing in 

Year 1?



Today we hope to…

Explain how we 
teach maths in 
school

1

Explain how we 
teach writing in 
school

2

Provide some ideas 
of how you can 
support your child 
at home

3

Discuss 
home/school 
agreement

4



Aims of the Maths Curriculum

BECOME FLUENT REASON
MATHEMATICALLY

SOLVE PROBLEMS 



We use HFL Essential Maths for teaching



CPA
We use concrete, pictorial and abstract approaches at all ages for all 

children.

Concrete Pictorial
Abstract

The sum of 4 
and 5 is 9



Concrete

Concrete representation

This is a 'hands on' component 
using real objects and it is the 
foundation for conceptual 
understanding.



Pictorial

Pictorial representation 

Using representations, such as a 
diagram or picture of the 
problem.



Abstract

Abstract representation 

The symbolic stage - a student is 
now capable of representing 
problems by using mathematical 
notation.
   





numicon

bead string

base 10

tens frame and counters



Home 
Learning

We will post weekly 
homework videos on 

Tapestry. 

Your child has a 
homework maths pack 
that contains resources 

for them to use. 

Please aim to engage 
with these videos weekly 

to support your child. 



Top Tips - 
Activities at 

Home

Research shows that families have the 
first and most significant influence on 
their children’s learning and 
development. 

Practising with your child at home 
can play a key role in helping your 
child succeed at school. 

Games are the best way to build on 
and apply maths skills learnt at 
school.



Board games such as 
snakes and ladders

Bead string and dice – tug 
of war 

Numicon – numicon swap, 
odds and evens, what’s 
missing? 

Please see your child’s 
class teacher if you 
would like some more 
ideas.



School Website – Maths 
Videos

There are videos on the school website 
which you can view to see how we use 
Numicon, tens frames, bead strings 
and base 10 to support children 
with their maths learning.

There are also videos for you to show 
the methods we teach children for 
addition and subtraction.

Once on the website, click ‘Learning’ – ‘ 
Curriculum’ - ‘Maths’.

https://www.holtsmereinfants.herts.sch.uk/Maths/ 

https://www.holtsmereinfants.herts.sch.uk/Maths/


Aims of the Writing Curriculum

COMMUNICATE 
IDEAS CLEARLY 

THROUGH WRITING

DEVELOP 
ACCURACY IN 

SPELLING, 
PUNCTUATION 
GRAMMAR AND 
HANDWRITING

WRITE CREATIVELY 
AND 

INDEPENDENTLY 
FOR DIFFERENT 
PURPOSES AND 

AUDIENCES



We use HFL Essential Writing to teach













Tools we use in the classroom



Top Tips - 
Activities at 

Home

Shopping lists – ask your 
child to write a list of items 
you need
Postcards or letters – 
write a short message to 
family or friends
Labels – label objects 
around the home
Birthday cards – 
encourage to write own 
message
Pictures to words – look 
at a picture and ask your 
child to write a sentence 
about it. You can use your 
child’s reading book.
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